N > PRIVATE PAPERS 


States General File 1948 


Type Of Document 


From Year / Date 
(YYYY-MM-DD) 


To Year / Date 
(YYYY-MM-DD) 


Date Uploaded (YYYY-MM- 
DD) 


Organization 
Identifier 
Record Contains 
File Size 

Pages 


Collection 


Digitized Document 


1948 


1948 


2018-04-01 


National Archives of India 
PP 000000005335 
Letters 

111.4 

222 


Digitized Private Papers 
Sardar Patel 


Report Incorrect Information 


232 views 


Back To Results 


LOGIN TO VIEW FILE 


E 


STATE.. мәш» anë Tilda ыгы кешу Frovine 


. Hyderabad Jenner. pe in Bast knandeon ашай. 
| Pachora * 


Н ZEE in ха District. 
н 
E wd " ‘in Ahmedhagar district. 


ni 
T 


Kamala. phe in Solar district. 


= 

Barsi 4 

Sho. LI " 

ae : in Bijapur district. 
" 


mmi. p А : 

Ron. 1 n Dharwar districts, 
: Mundargi Pa * 

2. Mysore Sirsi Tal. in Kanara district. 
' Eonavar " * 
Bhatkal Petha . 

1 Tal. in Dharwar district. 
10 Ranebennura : 

8. Pardi Tal. die 
(Portuguese) | M^ in а 1. 


6, ^ Vijamagar Parte of Kaira district. ' 


“ini dietric 
ib Dharangadra Д Viraügaon Tal was rag 
8. Jasden Dhandhuka " Ls 
9. Bhavnagar Dhandhukà 

: Gogha 
з. ELS 
(CANAL ДИА. 
10. Banswara Jhalod 
11. Khusalgarah Jhalod 
12. Jhabua а " " 
: A ы. | 
13. Mirajpur ` Teloda Tal. dn West khamdeeh district 
4 ý sets sah C 
14. Barwani занда : 1 
Shirpur " p. 4 
15. Indore „ Shirpur 1 n A А 
4 \ Chopda . mi in Bast"Khandesh district. 
ava! А 0 
Raver kë | * 
(RAE STATËS AGENCY BAHODA ). 
16. Baroda Virauggon u in Atmedabad district. 
sanand Fetha " 
North Dascrai " » 
' Prentij 7 " 
| Matar " in Keira district. 
5 „ Nadiad " " 
^ Shera ^ * 
Anand ' ч" * 
j^ Godhra * in Fench-Mahals district 
Halol Fetha U " | 


Japbusar fal. in Broach district. 
An fu 2 Menos 
Broach " ы 

Ankleshwar. | " WI, 


Hansat Кай 
Olpsd , ‘Tal. in Surat district. 
& Mandvi 2 
| 4 Bardoli f 

р Valod Mahal 
Chorasi 
Jalalpore | 
Chi | 
Bulsar um z 
Nendurbar in West Khandesh district. 
a \ Petha . ' 

" 


17. Balasinor Modasa Репа in Ahmedabad district. 
» Kapadvanj Tal. in Kalra district, 
П £ 
18. Banda 5 Godhr' Tal. in letriet. 
| D ш We jo 1 M i 


UA Halol 


21. Chote Udeipuy `` Halol ^ Tal, in Panch-Kehele біне, 
22., Canbay ‘Mater Tel. |in Kaira district. 
23. Rajpipla Broach tal. in Broach district. 
й Ankleshwar " ы \ 
| . Maii in Surat district, 
24. sachin богы} Tal. in Surat distriebs 
25. Baneda Chikhli Tal, in surat district. ` 
Kaluen Tal. jn Nasik district. 
26. Surgatia lahm Tal. in Nasik Gistrict. 
Teint Mahal " 
А Dindori - Tal. | * 
27. Dharampur : Chikhli tal in Burat district. 
. К Saler 
5 Tard!!! " 
i | Peint Mahal ' in Nasik district. 
98. Jawhar ' Dehari, fal. in Thaha district. 
, ` ,Palghaî " " 


“Vedas ® , 
Moxheia Petha 0 S 
| ; л 
( оц йй ашый шшш ). Єй 


\Ж далга | Alibag Tal, in Kolaba district. . 
ËS hohe pë 2 


. Mangeon ۰ " " 
i i Nandangad Fetha in Ratnagiri district. 


. Bhor Fen Tal. in Koleba district.. | 
(Leased State). Roha " " 


Vengaon " " 
Mahad M " 

Maval ui in Poona district. 
b. Mulshi Petha. hë 
Haveli. Tal. " 
Purandhar " Ad 

КЕМ Wai., " in Satara district. 

. айар Wal ' Tali in Satara district. 

(Lese state). Koregan Tal. | me 

an LI * 


, Bhinthadi * in Poche dieter. 
Malahiras "in Sholapbr district. ` 


© Akalkot, Sholapur Tal. in Sholepur t 
| , E * — in Bijapur district. 


, Grab Sir .. дш 2. in Bg . 
ue sate), 3 "TN dudit 


2 
(Leased State). 
зб & Daflapur 
LË май Senior. 
ee Junior 


(Leased State). 
4 fane 


Randur; 
(Leased 8 tate): 


43,/cevenur 
(Leased Stete). 


SKY Teha1xarn; 1 
46, Kolhapur 


* 


Khmapur Tal 

Tagan " 

Khatev д 

Malstrae , 

angola "| 

E. M Tal in — district. 
Sholapur " , 

Khanapur " іл Satara district. 
Taggaon " * 

Kared < [4 

Valva " Ы 

Chikodi " in Belgaum district. . 
Gokak » E 


Chand, Peth A 1 
ике. Tal A ^ 


Athni Tal. in Beleg djetrict. 
а ; 
Bijapur ” in Bijapur district. 


Bild Реа Ë 
Hub: Tal. in Düarwar dis riet · 


gola Tal. dn .Sholapur district. 
H. 77 
Li . 

АШ" in RIS pocos 


Parts of Jelgaun district. 
Parta of Bijapur üistrict. 


Зока Tal. in Belgaum district. 
i 4 in Bijapur district. 
Bagalkot " LI 


Murgad fetha іл Belgaum district. 
Farasged Tal. T 
Nari Fetha in Dharwar distritt. 
Badani Tal. in Bijapur district. 
Navalgund 4 . in Dharwar district. 
Ron " 


Partof Dharwar district. 


Khana.ur Tal. in Satara district. 
Eukeri Ld in Be. district. 
Sangola in district. 


Sangneshwar Tak. in Petnagiri district. 
DEA s „ 


Tala Petha in Satara district. 
Valva Tal. 7 


Tasgeon LI 
Chikodi " . in Ве1гаш district. 
Hukeri | "m # a i 
bels " 
Gokak * н 
Murgad Fetha Li 


жаш — 


`) Mar 
“(2) diwe 
(3) Bhilodia 
(4) Bibore | 
(6) Chorangla 
(6) баага? 


(7) B 7r" alias { 
(8) Dardhpur 
(9) GedeBoried 
(10) Jiral Ta 
(u) Мапата 
(12) мана 
(13) Nagin 
(14) 19841 
(28) Fani | 
(16) Pan Talavii 
(17) Renpare 
(18) Rangan 
(19) Senor . 
(20) Sindhi apura 
f, (8L) Uchad ' 
(22) Vajiria 
(23) Vasan Said 
(24) Vasan Virpur 
(25) Virempare 
(26) vora 


Vetrak Kantha Thana 1 E 


: vu 
D,0,80:C-47 (2)/48. Kolhapur Residency, 
Deo 
18th Fed. lie, 
Disturbances in Kolhapur. | 


Dear Sir, 


Please refer to my secret demi-official 
letter No,C/4B dated the lst February 1948. 


2, The situation in the Kolhapur city is now 
quiet, xh me: 17 55 1з ar in force from 9 Р,М, 


Teported 
Б "зоги" ——4 since the 13th February. 
T no ع ا‎ ы that 


ant fear and insecurit, t rie 
dabwpur-stty tes]? about 100 houses and shops wore 
| burnt from II a.m. to 5 p.m. on the let January, resultii 
f — On 
the е ort 
| at 9 am, е B: Sit 


burnt. 
— 


deen very unsatisfactory, and the number of reported cases 
of arson and di to property from different talukas 


are as follows 

Hatkanangale - 85 
@ Shirol — 132 
EQ = 

4 - 
Bhudargad — [88 
idt - 24 
Raíbag - 2 
Bavada — 35 
Narsoba Wadi — 8 
ri — 5 
| а Peta - 57 


Kolhapur city - d 
Thus the total number ог одзе ог Arpon апо damage to 
ув in the Kolhapur e proper, the 
pur city, number about 940. This leayes out of 
account the considerable damage done at Tobalkaran Ji and 
Ajra, which form part of the Ichalkaranji Jaghir under Kolhe- 


pur, where {t is estimated that damage was about 20 and 7 
lakhs respectively, including damage to one mill. 


N 4, I have received а dar Basher of Miam 
e and ST from Balla fo 
p g that 0 


= of A В T ne recently. 
however alleged thet p houses were burnt down 
тат goondas from Aurwad, en adjoining village in the 
Province, I have brought this to the notice of the District 
Magistrate at Belgaum, 1 


5, I visited Iohelkaren]! on the 7th February. 


‘ 


! 
„ The damage done is very great indeed, and the people 
injured all Brahmins. They say that the State goondas 
nr Өз Ah een Кы 
га оп the Te A. 
Inspectar General of Police, Kolhapur. About a hundred 
persons who had gathered there alle; 
at Ajra itself was n 
about 100, in 33 adj 
large sums in ci = and e bad been looted. 
person alone 4 that he bad lost about RS. lakhs worth 
of ornaments and cash. They\said that the looting and 
arson were done at the instigation of the Ministers by . 
members of Talim Sangh unë other hooligans represented by 
the party led by Kaka Desai and Dr. Dhanavde, though the 
local Marathas and Muslims hed tried to protect them, 


6, As against this wide-spread destruction of the 
property of Brahmins, so far only 30 persons have been 
arrested under the Criminal Law Amendment Aot. 75 persons 
belonging to the Hindu NEDITI ant the K.5.5. Gave KINO 
been detained under the Restriction ait Detention Aet, 1944. 


7. On the Sth February several people had bared 
at Jaisingpur, and tried to set on fire 6 houses 
presence of the police. The police asked the First these 
Magistrate in charge, one Mr. B.S.Patil, for permission 
to fire on the unruly mob but hs refused to issue such 
orders, and the police could not prevent them from committing 
arson, 


8, The attacks in Kolhapur were against Brahmins 

including aven Sarswats an4 not particularly against the 

lu Mahasabha or the R,S.3. members. Even members of the 
Praja Parishad or people belonging to no political party 
in particular have also suffered because they vere Brahmins. 
— are the destruction of the "Vidyavilas" and the 
a" presses. The editor of the former is a Praja 
Parishad member but he does not belong to the Bagal 
ëroup, = While tis letter belonged to no party, but has been 
critical of the activities of the Bagal Ministry and tie 
local Taris sangh, 


1 have also received. information pron tae the Paret 
P., Southern Range, Belgaum, that the goondas from 
Kolhapur State in motor trucks even entered а few vi A. 
or the Belgaum District and attacked Brahmins there 


9. The Kolhapur State have sufficient police and 
military force to enforce law and order in the State, but 
the Ministry is half-hearted in its efforts at maintaining 
law and order, The Chief Minister, Mr, V.K.Bagal, who 
controls the policé, merely tries to minimise the gravity 
of the situation by issuing daily news bulletins. The 
people openly say that the Ministry is not sincere in its 
efforts të arrest acc to book tire miscreants, The 
following extract from the "Tarun Bharat" of Belgaum is 
typical of the opinion held by the advanced ant cultured 
citizens of the State :- 


"Since an administration that cannot guarantee peace 
and order within its territory and the safety of life 
d property of all its subjects impartially cannot 

justify its existence, we are of the Клет that 
this 18 а fit case for immediate by the Union 
Government of India through its onal 

with a view if necessary to take over the 

tion of this area in the interests of justice and 
humanity.” 


а letter to the Prime Minister of Xblhapur, in which he 
has made two requests viz. dismissal of the Bagal 
Ministry, and an inquiry into its conduct during the 
disturbances. copy of this letter has been sent to the 
Ministry of States and to me. 


with Rao Bahadur Surv зе Prime Minister. 1 
pointed out to lir. Latthe thi һе conditions in the State 
olutely anarcnical, there was no law and order worth 
and so many houses were burnt in the presence of 
the police and the Ministers ani no action was take Hundë 
reds of houses in villages have been burnt and the goondss 
hand. 


the Adviser to tae Maharaja 
I suggested that he might take some action. He said that he 
was of the same opinion am the Prime Minister also concurred 
with him that the isters were not doing ing but only 


' talking and that Mr. M. C. Bagal, President of the looal Praja 


Parishad was boasting es if he vës the Chhatrapati himself 


“end if any Magistrate or policeman tries to take any action 


he shouts at them and does not let them do anything. I told 
him further that 1 woulc be verj reluctant to report to the 


= kanng var 
-p --. suvu uo іал ls vona Highnes: 
to take away law and order from the Ministers and administer 
them himself, І told bim that this would be а good thing 
if it was done as & temporary measure only. It should be 
accompanied by ап explanatory note baytng that as the present 
Ministry is not representative ani has failed in its duty of 
maintaining peace, Highness 1s reluctantly compelled to 
take charge of the law and order in thi 
would arrange for elections immediately 
Ministry is formed from the party which secures majority he 
would return to them the powers of lew and order. 


12, Mr, Latthe left saying that ho would discuss 

with His Highness and let me know. Cn the 16th evening I 

met His Highness at his request, lie also told me that the 
of law and order had broken down and asked my 

advice. I suggested that as the Ministers were involved 

he should take law and order in his own hands till such time 

as peace is restored, The present Ministry represents nobody 


and he should hold elections at а very early date and form 


a new kinistry from the party that secures а majority. A 
taking over law and order he should make it olear that he 
1s Ei doing this as а reactionary measure but he will give 
these powers baok to the new elected Ministry when formed, 
He asked whether the Ministry of States and the Govern- 
ment would support him in his action against the Ministr 
and I said thet I believe they would and further as he n. 
SH going to Delhi I EE that he, might consult the 
istry of States, if he likes. I personally think that 
unless law and order arrangements are immediately taken over 
it will be very difficult to restore order in this area, 80 
early measures are absolutely necessary, 


15. The present Ministry consists of 4 members of, the 
local Praja Parishad and 4 others from the еи couned) 
of the Rul Out of these eight, 6 are Marathas, 1 is a 


talking and thet ur. M. T. Bagal, President of ti 


' and he should hold election: 


10, Mr. Nana Dharmdhikari of Kolhapur has addressed 
a letter to the Prime Minister of Kblbapur, in which he 
has made two requests viz. (1) dismissal of the Bagal 
Ministry, and (ii) ап inquiry into its conduct during the 
disturbances. A copy of this letter has been sent to the 
Ministry of States end to ше. 


ll. I have at present no powers to interfere or 

advise the Kolhapur ‘bar in thi internal affairs but 
ав the situation ы has become so serious because of the 
failure of the Bagal Ministry to impartially administer 

law end order thet I discussed the matter with kir, Latthe 
who is the Constitutional Adv: to the Maharaja of Kolhapur 
and also with Rao "bos ne Prime Minister. 1 
pointed out to Mr. that the conditions in the State 
vere absolutely anarchical, there жаз no law and order worth 
he name and so many houses were burnt in the presence of 
the police and the Ministers aai no action was taken. d= 
reds of houses in villages have been burnt and the goondas 
have had & free hand. ‘They have looted several lakhs of 
property and still no action as far as I knew is being em 
to bring them to book. As he ib the Adviser to the 

I suggested that he might take some action. He said that 4 
was of the same opinion ani the Prime Minister also oonourred 
with him that the Ministers were not doing ep but only 

local Praja 

Parishad was boasting es if he vës the Chhatrapati himself 


“and if any Magistrate or policeman tries to take any action 


he shouts at them and does not let them do anything. I told 
him further that I woulc be very reluctant to report to the 
= eed meita or 

~. suvu uo өд, tues de моа јаатіве His Highness 
to take away law and order from the Ministers and administer 
them himself, 1 told bim that this would be а good thing 

Af it was done as а temporary measure only. It should be 
accompanied by ën explanatory note baying that as the present 
Ministry is not representative ani has failed in its. HaT. of 
maintaining peace, Highness is reluctantly bu 

take oharge of the law and order in the State. s г 
would arrange for elections immediately and when а new 
Ministry is formed from the party which secures majority he 
would return to them the powers of law dnd o 


12, Mr, Latthe left saying that ho would discuss 
with His Highness and let me know. On the 16th evening I 
met His Highn t his request, He also told me that the 
из w and order had broken down and asked my 
adv! І suggssted that as the Ministers were involved 
he should take law and order in his own hands till 
аз peace is restored, The presént Ministry represents nobody 
a very early date and form 
a Law Ministry from the party that secures а majority. mA 
taking over law and order he should make it olear that he 
is not doing this as a etionary measure but he will give 
powers baok to the new elected Ministry when formed, 
Кей whether the Ministry of States and the Govern- 
ment would support him in his action against the 
and I said that I believe thoy, voula Б ОЕШ ШЫНЫ, 
tly going to Delhi I suggested that he, might consult the 
istry of States, if he like: I personally think that 
unless law and order arrangements are immediately taken over 
it will be very difficult to restore order in this area, 80 
early measures are absolutely necessary, 


13. The present Ministry consists of 4 members of the 
local Praja Parishad and 4 others from the “Shë сорой 
of the Ruler. Out of these eight, 6 are Marathas, 1 із a 


| 56 


4 
shtha Prabhu. The Make and bis Maratha 
ecessful in brin, t 
5 75 and اا‎ ha members of the 
Praja am presen! 1 
The majority of the people - about 67 per cent - " 
Marethas, and are not well-educated. It has therefore 


not deen difficult to appeal to their pro-Maratha and 
anti-Brahmin sentiments, There is no doubt in my mind 
thet the 9294 925 against the Brakas was rui 
Eo Js mu gë | an excuse for 
КЕЛТИ des ihne of th local unsoru - 
mio ratha alie. It 1з to be noted here that the 

ja Parishad represestetiver in the Council have lost, 
all confidence of the people, ani are trying to rule 
or rather misrüle - by ti rorising the intelligent classes 
through a body of goondascalled the Talim 2 
consists of abcut 2000 members, The incessi eBrannin 


Jain-Bania propaganda cafried on in the press has 
the ignorunt masses sc mush that iz will be no-wondpr if 


this does not shortly lead to complete duwlessness 

anarchy, In order to provent the situation fron deterioru - 
ting further constant vigilance una pressure from the 
Soverunent of India through < да Ге tificar stationed 
pur ів necessary, on tu ом only Maratha State 

in the Deccan, * 1 


14. I hope condi! 3 Will inprove if thë present 
Ministry is supersede ‘thet the Government 
of India may be kept fully und correctly informed of the 
happenings here, I consider that even after the merger 
of the Deccan States About zue lat of March the post of 
а Regional Commissioner at Kolhapur should be continued. 
This will ensure d constant daten on the activities in 
the State, which may prove embarrassing to the Indian 
Dominion, 1f not curbed in good timo. I also consider 
that the Regional Coumissioner should be assisted by a 
suitable D. staff to operate in the State, a proposal 
for which hes alreddy been sent by me to th Ministry of 
States separately somo days baok, 


‚ Yours sincerely, 


0.0. Desai, Esq., CIZ., ICS., 

Additional Secretary to the Government of India, 
Ministry oi States, 

Camp Bombay. 


Wah complinants ken 


Roja Bahadur of Phaltan 
A Statement 
2 addressed to the people of the Phaltan State 
by 
Major Shrimant Raja Bahadur Sir Malojirao Nanasaheb Naik Nimbalkar, 
KOLE 
Raja of Phaltan, 


on the eve of the merger of the Phaltan State into the Bombay Province. 


By now it must have become know’ to all Mat in pursuance of the Agree- 
ment recently made by me with the Government Of thé Dominion of India, 1, of 
my own free will, propose to make over ie administration of the State to the 
Government of Bombay, on the &h March 1948: and consequently this oldest 
Siate in Maharashtra will become permanently merged with the Bombay Province. 
However, on the eve of handing ovér the, administration of this State which was 

- founded by my forefathers seven hundted years ago and which has since been 
ruled over by them, I cannot take thé leave of my people without addressing to 
them the few words contained in this statement. If the life of this State could be 
regarded as one long drama, ol which the prologue was sung seven hundred 
years ago|by the founder of the State, then this statement might form a fitting 
enfoque to it. 


— 1. Knowing full well, ever since 1 ascended the Gadi of this Slate in 1917, 
that democracy and not ашостасу was the гше of the day, 1 took early steps 
to trafisfer power to the people and with that end made a declaration in 1928 
to the effect that the grant of responsible government was the goal of the State 
‘administration. This declaration was soon followed by the passing of а constitution 
"ct (Iof 1929). Later in 1942, as a further step of political reform and as a 
measure of transferring full responsibility to the people, the previous Act was 
replaced by a new Constitution Act (X of 1942) The experience that I got in the 
working of this Act by the people, convinced me, that democracy in such a small 
‘Sate was not a practical proposition and that it would therefore be better to try 
to form a bigger unit, if possible, and my efforts were directed to that end. But 
the lessons that were learnt in the pursuit of the ideal of forming a United 
„ Deccan State too, were hardly encouraging. 1 was therefore led to the conclusion 
thal merger with the Dominion cf India was the only feasible alternative: and 
this conviction, in turn, made me sign on the 19th February 1948 the Merger 
Agreement. Of course, it need hardly be added, that having accepted the 
principle, that ‘all power emanates from the people’, I took this decision only ' 
alter first ascertaining the wishes of my people in the manner advised by fhe 
Spies Ministry. 


[2] ‹ 


3. When this country was brought under British domination after the 
unsuccessful war of independence of 1857, it was a stroke of good luck that this 
State did not like many other states fall a victim to the policy of annexation and 
become absorbed into India which itself was reduced to a state of dependence 
by the British. Further, it is a matter of special pride to me that after serving this 
State for thirty years and securing for it a worthy political, social, economic and 
cultural position, I. as the last of a succession of rulers which lasted for seveni 
centuries, have the honour of voluntarily renouncing the Gadi of this State and 
merging it into free India. It would not perhaps be out of place here to allude 
tojsome of the outstanding achievements of my thirty years rule over this small 
‘State. For instance, it was possible to secure a Canal Agreement, as advantageous 
to the State as to the Bombay Province, by the disinterested mediation of that 
great and noble gentleman—l mean, Dr. Sir Mokshagundam Visvesyaraya. The 
discussions concerning this agreement were so protracted that, it took nearly 
20 years to complete them. Similarly in order to bring home the importance and 
Sovereign status of the States in the Deccan, 1 sent my representative to attend the 
Round Table Conferences of 1931 and 1932 and to give evidence before the Joint 
Parliamentary Committee in 1933. I also personally went to London in 1933 with 
the same object and tried to serve these States to the best of my ability, In the 
Phaltan State itself, encouragement was given toistart a sugar factory in the state 
and irrigators were given proper directions to reap full benefit from crops under 
the canal water and thus improve their economic position. Further, having been 
alive to the fact that air was bound to become the future high-way, not only of 
India, but of the whole world, a landing-ground, fully fenced with barbed wire 
on all sides, was constructed very near the Phaltan town. An industrial, economic 
and agricultural survey of the State vras carried out by a Committee of experts 


was made by the members of the Committee who worked gratis for nearly two 
years and put thë State under great obligation. In pursuance of Mahatma Gandhi's 
noble ideals, the Durbar gave financial and other support to the teaching and 
spread of hand-spinning and hand-weaving. That despite Durbar's persistent 
efforts duch help was not availed of by the people for lack of faith in such 
constructive programmes, is another matter. Co-operative institutions and primary 

were started in almost every: village in the State. A very well-equipped 
charitable dispensary and a maternity home have been maintained by the Durbar. 
Primary education was of course fully free, but even the education 
was made very cheap. Harijans and girls of all castes were given free education 
la ta i Б Pestle very cud, NG aan Coe MD 
were built, with all modern sanitary and other conveniences, which be the 
envy of secretariat buildings in bigger places; and these were built not only for 
the comfort of the State officers and servants working in it, but also of the 
common man visiting the offices on business. A very good guest house too 
was maintained for public convenience. Close touch was maintained with most 
of the cultural institutions and activities in the Bombay Province and India, The 
Mahila Mandal, which is,a branch of the All-India Weñen's Conférence, 
carried on all sorts of activities for the uplift of women, The Purdah system, 


Es i 
AE 2% 


kang eag appar заг чен që ia ахаа, almost completely disappeared 
end invidious. distinctions between men and women were 
pathy аз possible. All caste controversies were usually avoided, The 
Harijans were not only not treated as untouchables but were even admitted to 
the same table along with caste Hindus. lt may also be mentioned here that 
tokens of the Durbar's appreciation were given to a few very uncommonly great 
individuals in India who had dedicated their lives solely to the service of the 
“molber-land, But the above list is only illustrative and the people of the State, 
alone will be able to tell what these efforts in their interest meant to them and 
what place of honour and admiration they won for the State. 


4. Two world wars occurred during my regime. It is not possible to 
remember very clearly the state of affairs in the first war, But events of the 
second War are quite fresh. During it, all people of the State must be remember- 
ing, that Î took upon myself the work of the Officers Recruiting Committee, In the 
free India of today, there must be in her service, many. soldiers and officers 
recruited at the time through the committee and I feel proud of my efforts of 
that time for this reason. But I feel more proud and, glad of another service 
rendered during the war. It is, that during very critical periods of food shortage 
in the war, I could manage to procure some limited quantities of grain with great 
difficulty, which, on bazaar days, L along, with all my officers, took care to 
distribute to all needy persons withdut distinction. We stood throughout those 
days in the open sun for thal purpose. “Afer this inital bier experience, 1 
personally visited every village in the State and collected grain and took all 
possible steps to avoid its being exported into areas beyond the State. The 


Aj my mental vow that not a single man, woman or child, would be allowed 
tordi in Ве State limits or want of food, was by grace of God, fulfilled. 


the adminstration | and free from corruption goes to my many past and 
present excellent officers. Similarly the honour of the administration damo- 
cratic and of securing a good name for the State, country and outside, 


belongs to my colleagues who have long helped me in that difficult task, 


é Itis no secrefto many that there was a strong body of opinion in this State, 
which importuned me not to merge the State, but to run it as before, as a separate 
t under a democratic constitution. But, | was firmly of the opinion that it would. 

га state like Phaltan to make such a venture, only because there 
was a at the credit of the State and because there was a good source 
of income le. The argument against relying on these factors could be 
dëmmed up as follows: In the first place, we must learn to take a long-range and 


. (4) b: 


comprehensive view of matters. For, bad it not been for the strategic 
geographical position of the Slate, would it have ever got the advantage of canal 
water which has been a source of great prosperity to the State? Would it have 
also been possible for the State to construct a dam like the Lloyd dam at Bhatgar 
even with all the surplus balances and sources of income available to the State? 
But, apart from these economic factors, there is another and an equally important 
reason which goes to the very root of the question and proves the inadvisability AS 
of keepitig the State a separate entity. It is, that all гід people feel 
convinced from past experience, that in a small State it is impossible to 
secure a succession of local administrators who would carry on government), 
efficiently and selflessly and in such circumstances the so-called racy tends’ 
to become nothing but a mockery. Another factor which centributes to We same 
result is that persons from outside the Slate, who associaté their names with great 
political, organizations in India simply lo show themselves off, bul who are in 
reality pertect defrauders and selfseekers, incite excitable elements in the State 
by making misrepresentations of all sorts to misbehave. The people of the State 
have neither the wish nor tha courage to counteract the activities of such people, 
The Durbar too does not possess the requisite political powér and force to put them 
down, The result of this is just as it should be. Bur ie most vital consideration 
which prompted те to merger was this, Toe interest of India аз а whole and 
particularly its defence, communications, customs etc. demanded that no islands 
like my State should intersperse the map oi India. It must be under one organic 
and continuous jurisdiction whole from East to West and North to South. The 
narrow interests of small units mist be subordinated to the wider interests of 
the country. Hence we could not encourage our people in the vain hope of 
keeping the State аз а separate unt, Hence, whatever the moral superiority and 
efficiency of the State adtninisration and however sound its financial positi 

1 felt convinced, that іп ma face of such facts, I must not encourage the 

or aspiration held by some people to remain separate as before and г 

the proposal for merger with the Bombay Province. Those people will, J hope, 
understand the position and forgive me. 


7. Sünde, 1 ascended the padi, | tried to keep this Siate free from religious 
and caste considerations and undesirable propaganda based on them. The 
reason why 1 was so di is this: It is well-known that the Great Shivaji is 
de one ideal of every Maratha. Besides the Nimbalkar House of Phaltan 
was very closely related to his family. It is also well-known to all stidents 
of history that though Mshommedans were Shivaj's political adversaries, 
desecration of Masjids, elc, or the molestation of muslim women was never 
allowed by him. “Even among Hitdus, Shri Shivaji Maharaj never favoured 
factions and fanaticism based on differences of castes and he was the first 
histori personage in India who created the feeling that the nation belonged 
to all. “Placing this line of reasoning above everything else, I too in my humble 
sphere, used lo carry on the State administration in the same spirit. But when 
during the past few years|it was noticed by me that this ideology which was 
first practised in historical ties by Shri Shivaji Mabaraj and which I imbibed 

; from him, had the support in modern times of no less a leader than the great 
Mahatma Gandhi, 1 felt greatly encouraged in adhering to that policy, thougl& 
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of course my field of activity was naturally very limited and unimportant. But, 
of the Durbar found favour with the people of my State for a 


апу rate, of a section of the public. However, 1 
had not gauged its full extent until J noticed how remorselessly Mahatmaji's 
great principles of non-violence and religious tolerance were thrown to the 
winds in the State during the recent disturbances. The fact that the outrages 
committed here were not as numerous, heinous or cruel as those 
elsewhere, ib no consolation to me. For, the miscreants far from 
pleased at this comparative quiet which prevailed in the State, re 

it as a blemish on their capacity to commit crimes. It is this mentality; 

than the themsel’ which 1 most дері‹ Taking stock of all \these 
developments, I now feel convinced that my decision to entrust the’ administration 
to the Bombay Government, was not only logically sound but was һе only right 
course in ti se Tat There is, however, one thing which I should 


like to mentioh here. 1 fedl it to be my duty to acknowledge With’ much gratitude 
the co-operation and loyalty which 1 received on the whole from my people 
during the last thirty years. Even in the recent disturbances in the State, not 
only the peace-loving Le public, but even e disturbers of the peace, on 
many occasions displayed 'a remarkable inclination to respect my personal word 
and desist—al least temporarily—from their, undesirable activities. 1 do, therefore, 
feel personally grateful to all concerned for this, though, it із clear that such а 
personal regard for me can hardly be pleaded either in justification or extenuation 
of theicrimes committed. If these\\criminal tendencies are Peri to go un- 
checked, they are bound to lead to.the ultimate destruction of all elements in the 
society, in tur | 


ту 4. 1 fed] glad that the R. S, S. organization never received any encourage- 
ment or support ſrom me. Invitations used to be received by me very often 
to а and bless functions connected with the organization in question, 
but as a rule, hey were declined. Of course, though, it could never be imagined 
at the time at the communal and violent propoganda carried on by some 
leaders of that organization wquld result in the assassination of one of the greatest 
men ol dhe world of all times, still, I always felt, that the morbid line of thinking 
adopted by the organization would ultimately prove detrimental to the interests 
ol de country; and this was the reason why the organization received no 
‘Sympathy from me. Now, of course, the R, S. $. has been banned and will 
'soon be fully uprooled from the State. 


itution smacking of caste feeling, should be allowed to exist in the State limits. 
All should come together only under one banner, viz., that of nationalism. My 
suggestion dops not, however, relate only to the Hindu-Muslim question. For 
among Hindus themselves there has been an over-growth of castes which are 
based primarily on different vocations, | think, that the Brahmins, being an 
educated and advanced community, should first come forward to discard these 
ugar padri Tt із true, that Bramins themselves are torn by subdivisions 
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i * 
like Chitpawans, Deshasthas, Karhadas, Sahavasis, Devrukhas, Saraswats, etc. and 
separate associations for these exist which are acclaimed to be in their interest 

on specious grounds, But, it can hardly be dénied, that they sow the'seeds of 
distinction and the roots of the poisonous tree cause fissures in the very founda- 
tions of the main structure of the society, Among non-brahmins, the Marathas are 
comparatively more advanced and therefore, after the Brahmins, the responsibility 

to remove caste distinctions, falls on them. Among non-Brahmins there are ® 
innumerable castes like Sonars, Shimpis, Malis, Salis, Koshtis, Sutars, Lobars, etc. 
But this evil train does not stop at this, For, among Harijans too, there are Mahars, 
Mangs, Dheds, Chambbars etc., and the feeling of superiority and inferiority 
dominates them all. To be quite frank, | have. no hesitation in saying, that 
whatever might have been the advantages of the caste-system at the beginning, 

it has become nothing but a curse on the Hindu religion, in the modern age. 
Unless, this curse is removed root and branch, 1 feel, there can be по real peace 
And equality in the country. But, | need not emphasize, that even this must not 

be tried to be brought about by force, except perhaps that of law. 


10, In conclusion, 1 have only one thing to beg el my people, It is, that 
hencefarth, as they) all will be the citizens: Gl, the Sovereign Democratic 
Republic of India they ought to prove by their demeanour that they deserve 
such a high privilege. In that way alone, can thë people of this State efface the blot 
which the recent disorders and exhibitions of communal hatred have brought 
оп the fair name of the State. Mahatma Gandhi's tragic assassination had already 
brought sorrow and shame to the whole\country and particularly to Maharashtra ; 
and that disgrace was only aggravated by the subsequent disturbances. The 
great Prime Minister of India, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, and his Government 
have often proclaimed that India will, under all circumstances, remain 
comprehensive ‘secular democratic State ', and therefore it is our duty 40 
that nothing which is opt of tune with that ideal, is allowed to happen. Itis 
known to all that though this is a very small State, its administration was carried 
on, in the same Sprit, Hence, people in this State have now nothing new to learn 
in acting up to That ideal. But lately some people in the State displayed by 
their actions an attitude which was hardly complimentary to the great aim. 
Therefore, -it is my earnest request, that every one should make a resolve that 
mere shall be no repetition of the recent happenings, Of course, now that I 
hall no longer be the ruler of this State from tomorrow it need hardly be added, 
that 1 am making this appeal from no position of superiority, but only as а brother, 
‘who is your| equal in all respects. But even when I was the ruler of the State, 
Т regarded myself as nothing more than a servant of the State, and did my duty 
accordingly As a matter of fact, | now feel more glad and happy at being olfered 
an opportynty to serve you, in future, as one of you. Of course, not that I do not 
feel sorry at the thought that my relation and contact with my people will not ^ 
remain as close as they have been uptill now. But, there is a well-known verse 
of the greatest of Sanskrit poets, Kalidas, which says: 


“The gradual waning of the moon (in the dark half of the 
month) to provide beverage lo the Gods is more glorious than the 
waxing of the moon (in the bright half)" “ 
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Similarily, 1 feel, that the present relinquishment of my position is more creditable 
and welcome to me than апу addition to my powers. I experience а sense 
of gratification at the prospect of handing over to the able hands of the Indian 
and Bombay Governments the burden of responsibility which, for good or 

I so long carried. Lastly, | pray before saying good-bye to my people that let 
God Shri Ram be pleased to grant them continued prosperity and good luck. 


^ 
Phaltan, Malojirao 
Tth March 1948, of Phalian 
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Bombay, 
18th January 1948. 


From, UU 
The Pre d 
Akalkot te Praja Parishad, 
Akalkot.. 
To shini. | | 
The Hon'ble Deputy Prime Minister, 
Govefnment of India, 
А States Department, ` "Ew 
New Delhi. "P. 
Subject:- Merger of, the ikalkBi State in the Bombay ! 
Presidency of the Indian Unioni 
Respected Sir, 


I and the people of the Akalkot State are highly obliged to 

Your Honour for the kind interview granted to us this morning. In 
view of the various subjects discussed in our interview, I beg to 
submit as follows:- 

The Akalkot State Praja Parishad/decided to launch a nonëviolent 
Satyagraha on the latt of January 1948/with the object of attaining 
full responsible governmenty The Ruler of Akalkot tried to suppress 
the movement by {inciting and actively helping the goondas who indulged 
in recklessly beating the workérs and leaders, looting and arson. 
But on the 3rd of January when the Ruler came to know that the move- ' 
ment would not be suppressëd and that the goondas were going out of 4 
his control, and for various other reasons, he announced that he had J 
already informed the Indian Union his willingness to merge the State 
in the Bombay Presidency. \ 

Immediately afterwards the Ruler handëfi over the department of 
Law and Order to the Indian Union. At present all ot ther departments 
of the State are practically under the ,dirëct control of the Ruler, 
Recently, i.e., after the 3rd January, we understand bhat the Ruler 
has passed orders granting undue promotions to his favourite officers | 
and transfer of other officers, We, therefore, humbly request Your | 
Honour to kindly decide thequgstion of merging the into the | 
indian Union, immediately, if it is not possible to effect the me: 4 
Amtedjately, earnestly request lour Honour to kindly appoint | 
administrator for the interim period, . “= 
Busted, in order to safefuarë the interest of ' lic th in the | 
following vital matters:- 

(a ) Safety of Praja Pariehad workers from the local goondas 

full enquiry into their illegal activities. 

(b) Prohibition of wine and liquor. 

(c) Safety from the goondas of the neighbouring NMizam's territo| 

la) De-controlling on the lines of the existing scheme of the 
Bombay Presidency. 

(в) Compensation for the damages caused by thé goondas during 
Satyagraha movement. 

(2) Control over the State Treasury. 

(g) Immediate revision of the Land Revenue Rates which are at 
present 3 to 4 times higher t! those existing in ti 
neighbouring villages of bhe Indian Union.’ 

Hoping to be excused for the troubles, and again requesting to ki 
pass orders at Your Honour's early convenience, E 
I beg to renain, 


IK 1 beg to remain, 
Respected Sir, 
Your most obédient ae 


B e la. 


A 
Akalkot State Praja Parishad, / 


Copy të: 1 ү! 
Copy to:- 
(1) Me Hon'ble se, Minister, 
Ooyernine of ' enden. 


(2) me ae Commissioner 
for Deccan States, Kolhapur. 


Se 


A nete on the Political situation in the Deccan States 
| t pa 


stat LE „includes 17 states and one Jabgir 

tapaa ME M ir? Akalket (3) XC ) RT 
19 7 di TE twadi popa (14)Phalten (19) Aren Jr, 
i Wadi Estate consisting of only tvo HUND in the Athani 
ша of gm Belgaun Distriof. 


(3) гај (a) 5 ihor (D Phaltan (6) 
kave formed the United 
passed a Resolution on the "E 
tute tovarda in the Bombay 12 
the Praja-Parishais in these States have passed the 
their states, The newly established constituent Assembly о: [M ted 
Detoan States has As summoned for the same purpose ДУ КУ 26th, January, 
1948, Consencus of the public ipinion ûf there etght states favours 
serge andthe Tene alse bare agresi to do it can be taken 
for HOD a їп ition te merge in the 
idency by' the end of this month. 


Akalkot and Jarkhandi are T — RRE " gan reference 
here should be made about Akalkot, Out of c е а of Akalkot 
has agreed to merge, The administretion of ‘thet в state was corrupt and 
harmful te the people. And it ie»better that law and order in that stete 
has been taken over (immediately dy the Indian Union, I 


р 
Mudhol, rmm NTC , Kurundwad Jr, and Wadir Jahgir have 
to be tackled ae yet, Mudhol State Preja Parishad hae passed a rei Еа 
fer merging their state in the Province of Bombay, It will have to | , 

seen what attitude the ruler of the state takes. 


'apjira State Praja Parishdd has started the struggle, THe ^ 
Sewab of wae has been acting very tactfully to nulify the struggle. 
But Janjira Praja Parishad 18 etrong enough to meet the re-actionary 
attitude of the Nawab, It will have recourse to the nonceoperation vith 
the adminigtration of the State anë >s such the struggle of Janjira will 
soon бопе to successful end. ~ 


states, 8 — ү a 


м PEU oW 18 prepares ters — bis ж g 
8 goal, It is reliably und ° 
\ — rd 1s on bet verge of declaring the merger of his states i 


le sone such 25 te 25 onal deed in are state of 
mune 2 — E of State 


decided and Regional Commi: their 
, states, The PËR Р a 1 Ag state alse has passed а repolution 
» for erging, But one minister W.S.Patel has refused to vacate his office - 
and hes some 3 е with the state Department, The action | 
Commit е Deccan States Regional Council has deputed Shri R. F. Bagadë. 
а member г the Action Committee to this state to see both rulers and the | 
Workers in the state and do the needful. 


{ 


yi tegner бе 
Jath stands on a mox — isa 

р Tretë qon 

— — tet Beka майы and acte gute the 

he dens Ы 
Department has already been aquanted with the sorry talë in Jati а 

deputatimvaited upon Sardar Wallabhbhal Patel. The Tate Praja Prishad wo; 
have organised елаты and they intefid to etart struggle for 


merging 
te 6f all the tactics on his part the Raja of Jath may’ fall.at any time | 
with merging. 


The question of Wadi Jahgir 16 very peoular, It has only two 
villages area 12 Square miles population 15,00 in revenue of about 15,000/. 
the question vill be solved in no tine as the villagers favour ai 


the above short sketch and adlolning, note on Kolshpur i 


Fron thi 
it can very easi: — _ inion of th Н 
these state of the . the je ing f the ite d 
Union wi e mr — interia 
period, between the айтап of RË SE 
over oharge of nistratioti by ta» Inllan Unten 16 great importance, | 
m, thts period the Jun of different States td also the Ae e ersten wu 


take the chano, 
88 like! 
of в the state rulerê ve: connie р. to teke N 
the азлап of morging. Bo = interim period should Be M ав far 


esible, Now the “question of ا‎ is not difficult sotual бакі. 
2 the e t the various 1% of much importano; — | Б 
Карат 16theJanuary, luas, = y 
^ Cate Kriter. 


President Deccan Stetes \ 
Regional Council, 


